4	PALESTINE   UNVEILED
The Acts of the Apostles are all mixed up with St.
Paul; I only recall him because he wrote the Epistles
which seems to be a queer reason for thinking of the
Acts. It is a relief, when I do go to church and Parson
is rather long-winded in his sermons, to follow Paul's
journeys along the tracks on the maps in the back of
the Bible. Those black lines have had a lot to do with
this idea of going to Palestine, for I have often
imagined that I was sailing along them, up and down
the Eastern Mediterranean, to and from Greece and
Italy and Asia Minor.
I am a fairly methodical sort of man, you can't be
a farmer nowadays if you're not—and once we had
made up our minds to go to Palestine, I decided to
find out all that I could about the country and its
history before we started. I can see no sense in spend-
ing a lot of money unless you are going to get full
value. The best man to ask was the Vicar, and when
I told him what I intended, he was delighted. He made
a remark which stuck in my mind because of its strange-
ness.
" Why not try the Bible as your first guide-book?"
he asked, and when I said that I could see no sense in
reading through a list of names and of who begat
whom, he smiled quietly, and went on.
" That is not at all what I mean," he went oji. " I
noticed that you have the Encyclopaedia Britannica
on your shelves. Read its article on each book of the
Bible, before you commence to study the book itself.
When you have done that, you will know how, and
why, and when, and under what circtlmstances it came
to be written. When you come to the names of the
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